[image: image1.jpg]



MISS VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS 

SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT 
2024
CONTESTANT APPLICATION 
PACKAGE

PRESENTED AND SPONSORED BY:
THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS

WENDI GRUNINGER, PAGEANT DIRECTOR
4386 CANTERBURY LANE
GAINESVILLE, VA  20155
missvafqueens@gmail.com
Letter from the Director 
Hello Fair Managers, Directors, Contestants, and Parents!
The Miss Virginia Association of Fairs (VAF) Pageant returns to the Williamsburg Lodge January 5 – 7, 2024! Representatives from Virginia’s fairs and festivals across our beautiful Commonwealth are cordially invited to compete for the prestigious title of Miss Virginia Association of Fairs 2024. I am very excited about our scholarships, wonderful prize package, and amazing opportunities for our new Miss Virginia Association of Fairs!  

Contestants, congratulations on winning your local title! Now, you may be eligible to compete for the title of Miss Virginia Association of Fairs. The Board of Directors of the Virginia Association of Fairs welcomes young ladies like you, chosen in competitions sponsored by member organizations across the Commonwealth, to participate in the Miss VAF Scholarship Pageant. The Board’s goal in sponsoring the Miss VAF Scholarship Pageant is to select the young lady that best represents the values that Virginians hold dear - proven academic and personal accomplishments, a nice appearance and presentation, excellent interpersonal skills, knowledge of a wide array of topics, and much more. The young lady chosen as the next Miss Virginia Association of Fairs will represent the Association, the fair industry, her fair/festival, and her community across the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Board’s expectation is that the Miss Virginia Association of Fairs is a responsible individual whose desire is to contribute to the greater good through education, volunteerism, and personal influence. 
Directors and contestants, please take time to read the entire package very carefully as it contains a lot of information and there are changes from year to year. Directors, please work closely with your contestants to help every young lady to be her best. Also, please note the exciting prizes for the winner of our ad sales contest AND her director! Our full color program book will be a keepsake for contestants and pageant fans alike.
This contestant application package provides all the information directors and contestants need to prepare for competition in January. The package includes:

· Pageant Rules and Regulations

· Areas of Competition and Contestant Requirements

· Program Book and Advertising Guidelines

· Awards and Scholarships Guidelines

· Read to Succeed Program

· Attachments (separate file)

· Checklist 

· Attachment A – Contestant and Pageant Information

· Attachment B – 2024 Miss VAF Pageant Application

· Attachment C – Contestant Agreement

· Attachment D – Miss VAF Contract
· Jensen Hoover Impact Award

· Guidelines and Graphic Arts Services, provided by Evolution Printing (separate file)
Please adhere to these important deadlines:

· Application Package – Friday, November 1, 2023 (via US Mail)
· Ad Page Files – Friday, November 6, 2023 (via Email)
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. All my best!

Wendi

MISS VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT
PAGEANT RULES AND REGULATIONS

MISS VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS (Miss VAF) is selected from the winners of the county and regional fairs and festivals throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia. The contestant selected as MISS VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS will reign for one full year, beginning with her coronation and ending with the crowning of her successor. The following rules and regulations shall apply:
1.  ELIGIBILITY
· AGE - Contestant must be between the ages of 16 – 22 on the date of her local pageant. She may be 23 years of age at the state pageant.
· RESIDENCY - Contestant must reside (verifiable by driver’s license or other government document) in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and she must meet eligibility requirements for participation in her local fair or festival regarding residency (closed, open, open with restrictions). 
· GENDER - Contestant must be female who has always been female.

· MORAL CHARACTER - Contestant will not be allowed to compete if she has been convicted of a crime or has criminal charges pending against her (not including minor traffic violations). She will not be allowed to compete if she has engaged in any activity which is characterized as dishonest, immoral, indecent, or in bad taste. This also includes any improper action on social media, in print, or via any electronic form of communication.
· SPONSORSHIP -. Contestant must be sponsored by members in good standing with the VAF. The wording of the fair title must be identical to that of the fair or festival she represents. 
· OTHER TITLES - Contestant must not compete in ANY pageant between the date she wins her fair/festival title and the date of the Miss Virginia Association of Fairs Pageant. Furthermore, she must not hold another title that makes her eligible for a state competition before or after Miss VAF 2024. And the contestant may not represent her fair/festival title in another state pageant (e.g., Miss Virginia, Miss Virginia USA, Miss Virginia Volunteer, etc.) in Virginia or another state. Should the contestant win the title of Miss VAF 2024, she will not compete in another pageant until she gives up her Miss VAF title in January 2024.
· MARITAL STATUS - Contestant must be single, never married, without children, and never having been pregnant.

· COMPETING MULTIPLE YEARS -. Contestant is eligible to compete in the Miss VAF Scholarship Pageant more than once, but she may hold the title of Miss VAF only once.
2. EXPECTATIONS AT STATE COMPETITION

· AREAS OF COMPETITION - Contestants will compete in private interview (40%), personality wear (20%), community engagement speech (20%), and evening gown (20%). Semi-finalists will be asked an onstage question. All scores added together will determine the winner and four (4) runners-up.
· CHAPERONES - Contestant must be accompanied by her female chaperone during the conference. Chaperones may be a pageant director, or a representative chosen by the local fair director. Pageants may designate up to two chaperones. If a contestant arrives without a chaperone, she will NOT be eligible to compete.
· CROWN AND SASH - Contestant must always wear her sash while not in her room, unless instructed otherwise by the VAF Pageant Director. To honor the Miss VAF crown, local crowns will be worn only at designated times. No crowns or sashes will be worn during any area of competition.
· SPORTSMANSHIP - Contestant and all accompanying pageant guests shall conduct themselves in a proper, professional manner. Any display of uncooperative or unsportsmanlike conduct will result in disqualification.

· ATTENDANCE - Contestant must attend all activities and rehearsals to participate. Rehearsals are closed to the public unless announced otherwise by the VAF Pageant Director.

· JUDGES’ DECISION - The decisions of the judges are final. If the winner is unable or unwilling to fulfill her reign, the title will be offered to the first runner-up.
3. APPLYING TO COMPETE IN MISS VAF 2024
· APPLICATION PACKET - A completed application packet must be submitted via US Mail by 
November 1, 2023, and includes:

1. Pageant and Contestant Information (Attachment A)
2. Contestant Application (Attachment B) – Four (4) Copies (do not staple)
3. Contestant Agreement (Attachment C) 
4. Signature page of Miss VAF Contract (Attachment D) 
5. Copy of Birth Certificate (do not send the original)
6. Photographer’s release(s) for all photographs used for head shot and ads

7. Jensen Hoover Impact Award Materials (optional)

8. $325 Entry Fee and ad page payments – Check, Cashier’s Check, or Money Order
· ELECTRONIC FILES - Please send to missvafqueens@gmail.com
1. High resolution headshot in .jpg format. DUE November 1, 2023
2. Minimum of ONE ad page. Please see document from Evolution Printing for instructions - DUE by November 6, 2023.
· MAILING -. Please place all documents in a sturdy envelope or folder to prevent damage or creases. More elaborate binders or accordion folders are not necessary. Please plan ahead – do not spend lots of money to Express Mail (overnight) your package.
· PAYMENTS - ALL payments for fees and ad pages shall be made to “Virginia Association of Fairs,” not Miss VAF, and sent with the application package. Please be mindful of this rule when working with your advertisers. Payment may not be sent to the Pageant Director directly from your advertiser. 
· PRESENTATION - Except for signatures in Attachments C and D, all applications must be TYPED 
(not handwritten). 
· DEADLINES -. Send completed application packet with fees by the deadline to:  Wendi Gruninger, VAF Pageant Director, 4386 Canterbury Lane, Gainesville, VA  20155. Once received, all entry fees and ad page fees are NON-REFUNDABLE. 

· SCHOLARSHIPS -: All scholarships must be claimed within two years of the date of the state pageant. See Awards and Scholarship Rules for more information.
· CONTESTANT ORDER - Contestant order will be determined by random drawing. All contestant materials, except for Ad Page Files due on November 6, 2023, as described in the Rules and Regulations, must be received before the contestant is placed in the lineup. 
MISS VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT
AREAS OF COMPETITION and CONTESTANT REQUIREMENTS
OPENING NUMBER - This year’s pageant theme is Pretty in Pink! The opening number will be a simple dance routine to upbeat music taught at rehearsals. The opening number outfit will consist of:

· Solid BRIGHT PINK cocktail dress, jumpsuit, or pant suit of your choice – have fun! No trains, please.
· Your choice of accessories 
After the opening number is complete, each contestant will proceed to the microphone to introduce herself, giving her name and official fair title.

PRIVATE INTERVIEW (40%) - Judging will be based on personality, poise, speaking ability, personal achievement in education, and civic and community participation. Interviews will be five (5) minutes in length. Questions will start immediately after the contestant’s introduction by the director. Interviews will end at the five (5) - minute mark. There will be no final statement. A schedule will be distributed at registration with your start time. Please arrive at the interview area 10 minutes prior to your start time. Required dress for interview competition is a tasteful, age-appropriate short dress, jumpsuit, or pants ensemble with jewelry and footwear that complement the outfit. No cocktail attire, please.
PERSONALITY WEAR (20%) - Your personality wear will be modeled in a fast-paced modeling pattern which will be taught at rehearsals. A CASUAL outfit of your choice that best displays your personality is to be worn. Each contestant will present her community engagement speech while wearing this outfit. The outfit can represent a hobby, an occupation, an extracurricular activity, ethnic/cultural heritage, a sharp school outfit, a fun night out, and the list goes on. Use this area of competition as an opportunity to set yourself apart - be unique! Judging of this portion will be on appearance, poise, and personality. Outfits that could serve as evening wear are NOT permitted and points will be deducted. 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (20%) - CHANGE FOR 2024! This year’s conference theme is Every Fair Has a Story so each contestant will be given up to 30 seconds to speak on what makes her fair or festival special and why we should attend. Have fun, be creative, but do not over-rehearse your speech. Contestants will be judged on their ability to speak confidently in front of the audience as well as their stage presentation. Do not state your name and title in your speech. If the contestant goes over the 30-second time limit, judges will deduct points from her score. Note cards and props are not permitted. 
EVENING GOWN COMPETITION (20%) - Contestants will model their evening gowns of choice in a modeling pattern taught at rehearsals. Judging of this portion will be on appearance, poise, and stage presence. After the evening gown competition is complete, all scores will be tabulated and a top eleven will be named.
ON STAGE QUESTION (Top 11 Only) - An on-stage, unrehearsed question will be asked of the top eleven. 
PHOTOGENIC AWARD - Each queen is required to bring ONE (8X10) COLOR HEADSHOT (portrait/vertical format) in a simple black frame. Please identify with name and title TYPED on a small white label placed on the bottom right corner, under the glass. To protect the photo, do not stick the label on the photo. Photos will be judged and Miss Photogenic will be named. These photos will be on display in the hotel during the entire weekend. Please collect your photo after the pageant. The Miss VAF Pageant will NOT be responsible for photos that are left behind. 
SCHEDULE - A detailed schedule will be provided closer to the pageant, but please follow these guidelines for planning purposes:

· Friday, January 5, 2024 – Registration, welcome pizza party, and entertainer’s showcase
Attire:

· Registration - Sharp pageant casual

· Pizza Party/Showcase – Pageant tee (provided), white jeans, accessories and shoes of choice
· Saturday, January 6, 2024 – Interviews, conference lunch/rehearsal, and gala dinner/auction
Attire:
· Interviews – see Private Interview section above

· Conference lunch/rehearsal – sharp outfit that will be comfortable for rehearsal
· Gala dinner/auction – Cocktail. Contestants will assist with auction items. Please consider the length of dress.
· Sunday, January 7, 2024 - 10:30am – Pageant! (late checkout available for all contestants)
READ TO SUCCEED - Each contestant is encouraged to participate in our community service initiative. Please bring FIVE (5) NEW BOOKS to registration, along with the total number of books you collected. More information regarding this program can be found in the Read to Succeed section of this package.
PROGRAM BOOK REQUIREMENTS
(1) Headshot - All contestants must submit a color, high resolution professional quality 
(4”x6”, 300dpi minimum) headshot for the program book in portrait/vertical format. Please verify your photo meets the criteria before sending. Photo files that are suitable for social media do not meet the criteria. Also, cell phones tend to alter resolution, so it is best to send files via a laptop computer. No crowns or banners in the photo. 
(2) Ad Pages - Contestants are encouraged to promote our program by obtaining ads from their communities. Every contestant must have at least one full page ad. Multiple ads are strongly encouraged. Please refer to Program Book and Ad Guidelines for instructions on program book ads. 
DRESSING AREA - A dressing area will be provided during the Sunday pageant only. It will open at 8:30am and close at the completion of the pageant. This area will be for contestants, designated VAF pageant personnel, and ONE assistant per contestant. All assistants must show a VAF badge or pageant ticket upon entry. Hanging racks and dressing tables WILL be provided. PLEASE COME PREPARED – There are no mirrors in the dressing area. Small, personal hanging racks are permitted.
PAGEANT CREDENTIALS/CONFERENCE REGISTRATION - The fair queen, her chaperone, and the pageant director MUST be registered with VAF through your fair’s conference registration IN ADDITION TO your pageant entry requirements. Your fair will know what to do to take care of the conference registration. Contestant VAF welcome packets shall be picked up at the VAF Registration Area prior to coming to pageant registration Friday afternoon, January 5. Chaperones will receive their convention pass in the contestant’s VAF welcome packet. Admission to other events during the conference should be discussed with your local pageant director, fair manager, or purchased at the conference. Parents, chaperones, and directors are responsible for their own meals and hotel accommodations. 
MEALS AND HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS FOR CONTESTANTS - Contestant meals (two breakfasts – Saturday and Sunday, one lunch – Saturday, two dinners – Friday and Saturday) will be provided by the Miss VAF Pageant. Due to holding the pageant on Sunday, all contestants will attend the gala dinner and auction and be featured throughout the evening. The entry fee includes the gala at a reduced rate. Contestants may be escorted to the dinner by a fair representative and may sit with her fair or with pageant staff and other contestants. Contestants who do not have a fair representative attending the gala will be escorted and seated with pageant staff and other contestants. The contestant chaperone is NOT required to attend the dinner with her contestant and thus, will not be required to purchase a gala dinner ticket.
PAGEANT TICKETS - Tickets for the pageant will be sold at the door, at registration, and during interviews.

· $20 - Attendees over five (5) years of age
· $10 - Small children 
· No Charge - All conference attendees wearing a conference badge
As a courtesy to our contestants, no admittance will be permitted once the pageant starts. Ten minutes before the pageant, saved seats will be released for other attendees.
Miss Virginia Association of Fairs Scholarship Pageant

PROGRAM BOOK AND AD GUIDELINES

The Miss Virginia Association of Fairs color program book is a keepsake for contestants, families, and pageant supporters alike. It is very important as it introduces businesses in your communities to our scholarship program and provides valuable advertising opportunities. In addition, it is a great way for your fair and family and friends to show their support. 
**Every contestant must have at least ONE (1) FULL page ad, but multiple ads are strongly encouraged. 

**The contestant with the most ad pages will receive four (4) free admission tickets to the pageant AND A GORGEOUS KATE SPADE PURSE AND WALLET! Contestants selling a minimum of four (4) full pages will receive a special gift. In addition, the winning contestant’s director will receive a special gift! A minimum of five (5) pages are required to be considered for the grand prize.

1. To make ad page sales easier for you, prices remain the same as last year! 


$150 – Full page color ad 


$125 – Half page color ad 


$100 – Quarter page color ad 


**No business card ads will be accepted.
***Please note – full page ads are only $25 more than half page ads and only $50 more than quarter page ads, so for only a fraction more, you will increase your chances tremendously in the ad sales contest! Remember – work smarter, not harder!
2. Constructing your ad pages. Our wonderful graphic artist, Heather at Evolution Printing, put together a great document (separate file) that outlines the specifications for program book ads. 
3. ALL program book pages must be sent via E-MAIL to the VAF Pageant Director according to Evolution Printing guidelines. Please do not send ad pages in the US mail.

4. Ads should not be sent from the advertiser. Ads must be sent from the pageant director, contestant, or representative of the pageant. The name and title of the contestant must be referenced in the ad.
5. Ads less than a full page (quarter and half) may be arranged into a full page; however a collection of smaller ads does not meet the one-page minimum requirement. They WILL be counted for subsequent full pages. For example, one full page, two (2) half pages, and four (4) quarter pages = three (3) pages.
6. Photo Releases. Each photo MUST be accompanied by a release form from the photographer. Your photographer will be familiar with the release.

7. Payments. Please make checks payable to VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS (Not Miss VAF). Checks for ads MUST be mailed with your application. Payment for ads may not be mailed directly from the advertiser. 
8. Need help???? Heather has graciously offered to construct ad pages at half the cost of Evo’s standard rates. Details can be found in the attached file. Payment will be made to VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS, and you will work directly with Heather to create your perfect ad pages. You may pass on this additional cost to your advertisers.
9. To assist with planning, on your Application Checklist, please estimate the number of program books your committee and parents wish to purchase. The contestant’s book will be included in her welcome bag. 
Miss Virginia Association of Fairs Scholarship Pageant

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIP RULES

AWARDS

Winner: $6,000 scholarship, crown, sash, commemorative bowl, flowers

1st Runner Up: $3,000 scholarship, plaque, flowers

2nd Runner Up: $2,000 scholarship, plaque, flowers

3rd Runner Up: $1,300 scholarship, plaque, flowers

4th Runner Up: $700 scholarship, plaque, flowers

Six (6) Semi-Finalists: $300 scholarship

People’s Choice: $300 scholarship
Jensen Hoover Impact Award: $500 scholarship and plaque
Miss Congeniality: plaque

Miss Photogenic: plaque

SCHOLARSHIP RULES
· The winner, runners-up, semi-finalists, and Impact Award winners will receive a scholarship claim letter on stage.

· Scholarship winners have two (2) years to apply for their scholarship. Scholarships awarded during the Miss Virginia Association of Fairs 2024 Pageant will expire on January 7, 2026.

· Miss VAF may apply for her scholarship upon completion of her reign.

· Scholarships may be used for college tuition and associated expenses listed on the official bill from the college or university or to re-pay student loans. 
· Scholarships may be used for coursework and/or training in pursuit of a certification in a trade, at the discretion of the Pageant Director.
· Scholarships may NOT be used for dance or music lessons or for personal purchases such as computers, iPads, cell phones, or books. 
· Contestants cannot receive a cash payment in lieu of the scholarship. 
· Scholarships cannot be transferred to another person.

· To apply for your scholarship, please complete the form in the scholarship claim letter and be sure to include a bill. Payment cannot be requested from the VAF Treasurer without formal documentation from your school or from the loan provider. 
· Please scan and e-mail your Scholarship Request Form to the Pageant Director and bill/statement. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at missvafqueens@gmail.com.

· Please allow 14 business days from confirmation of receipt of your request for processing.

“Read to Succeed”

A Community Service Initiative by the

Miss Virginia Association of Fairs Pageant

For over 100 years, the Virginia Association of Fairs has served the citizens of communities across the Commonwealth of Virginia through representation, education, and direction, and by providing information to increase the growth, development, and overall quality of life of Virginians and their counties. Since 1953, young ladies from across Virginia have represented their local fair titles at the annual VAF conference with the hopes of winning the coveted title of Miss State Fair of Virginia and Miss Virginia Association of Fairs. In keeping with the goals of the association, the pageant strives to make a difference in the lives of its contestants by providing over $16,000 in college scholarships annually. And it encourages these intelligent, motivated young ladies to pay it forward and make a difference in the lives of those around them through their community service initiatives.

In 2018, the Miss Virginia Association of Fairs Pageant launched a pageant-wide community service project. In keeping with our focus on the importance of education, each contestant is encouraged to participate in “Read to Succeed”. Please consider bringing new books suitable for pre-K, kindergarten, or 1st graders. In the front of the book, please include your name and title. The goal of “Read to Succeed” is to place a book on every desk of every new kindergartner on the first day of school at several elementary schools across Virginia. As you prepare for Miss VAF, keep your eyes open in the dollar stores, stores like Walmart, Big Lots, and Roses, and in the bargain section of bookstores. Directors and pageant volunteers, please feel free to join our contestants and our pageant staff in making “Read to Succeed” a reality. 
“Read to Succeed” is a worthwhile project to share in your own counties. Imagine how many books you could collect for a local school by asking your contestants to donate a book at pageant registration. The facts are clear. Children who are read to at home have a greater chance of succeeding in school, but only half of all children 3-5 years old are read to everyday. This percentage drops significantly in poverty-stricken areas. Children who are exposed to books at an early age are twice as likely to start school knowing the alphabet. They will likely know how to count to 20 and to write their name. It has been said, “Be the change you wish to see in society”. Let’s work together to help our young Virginians to succeed through the knowledge and love of reading. Just think – you might provide the first book a child has ever held in his or her hands.
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